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'Devr. IV. 8. 


And what Wation is there ſo great, 
that hath Statutes and Fudgments ſo 
righteous as all this Law, which I 


ſet before you this Day? 


S. the Jewiſh Government was a 
Theocracy, ſo according to the Na- 
ture and Genius of that Conſtitu- 
tion, the religious and political 

Laws were incorporated in one Syſtem, and 

interwoven together with a peculiar Art and 

Wiſdom, worthy of the divine and ſupreme 

Lawgrver. 

The Statutes and Judgments, though not 
abſolutely perfect, were relatively good and ex- 
cellent, and we may ſay of them as * Solon 


2 See Plutarch's Life of Selon: — The ſame Remark is made 
concerning Orpheus : Eo res redit, ut plane dicam ; non quale 
voluit Numen aut Cultum, ſed qualia poruit, prædicavit et inſti. 
tuit Orpheus. Burnet. Archæo. Phil. c. 9. p. 166. 


A did 


FJ 
did of his In/titutions ; when aſk'd, if they 
were the beſt he could give to the Athenians, 
he judiciouſly replied, that they were the beſt, 
which the People were capable of receiving. 

A Scheme of Government of a different 
Caſt, compounded only of temporal, or only 
of ſpiritual Ordinances, could not have an- 
| ſwered the Deſigns of that extraordinary Pro- 
vidence, which preſided over the Fews ; nei- 
ther could It have been adapted to their In- 
tereſt and Happineſs, who were themſelves 
addicted to Sʒperſtition, and ſurrounded with 
Nations overwhelmed with 1dolatry. 

The coactive Power of civil and religious 
Laws, recommended and enforced by the For- 
mality of Rites and Ceremonies, was certainly 
the wiſeſt Expedient to keep up in their Minds 
an habitual Senſe of the One ſupreme inde- 
pendent Being, and to guard them againſt the 
erroneous and bewitching Practices of the 
Heathens. 

Conſcious of the Propriety and Excellence 
of the Jewiſh Oeconomy, how often does Moſes 
exhort the Children of Iſrael to Obedience, 
in Words moſt wonderfully emphatical, ex- 

preſſive of the moſt ardent With and Deſire, 
_ eſpecially in the Book of Deuteronomy * ; And 
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it ſhall come to paſs, if Thou Halt hearken 
diligently unto the V. oice of the Lord thy God, 
to obſerve and to do all his Commandments, 
which I command thee this Day, that te Lord 
thy God will ſet thee on high above all the 
Nations of the Earth ; and in another Place, 
* See, I have ſet before thee this Day Life and 
Good, and Death and Evil, in that I command 
thee this Day to love the Lord thy Gad, to 
walk in his Laws, and to keep his Command- 
ments and his Statutes and his Fudgments, that 
Thou mayeſt live and multiply, and the Lord 
thy God ſhall bleſs thee in the Land, whither 
T hou goeft to poſſeſs it; — and in the Text to- 
gether with the Words immediately preceding, 
* Keep therefore and do them ; For this is your 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the Sight of the 
Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes 
and ſay, Surely this great Nation is a wiſe and 
underſtanding People; For what Nation is there 


fo great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as 


the Lord our God is in all Things, that We call 
upon Him for ? and what Nation is there ſo 
great, that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo 
righteous, as all this Law, which I ſet before 
you this Day? In what moving Strains of 
Piety and Affection were theſe Admonitions 


Deut. 30. 15, 16. . 67, $ 
A deli- 
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delivered ? We ſee, that Religion was a grand 
Object of the Legiſlator's Care. It kept an 
even Pace with the civil Ordinances of the 
Law, and invigorated the whole Syſtem. 

From this View I ſhall take Occafion to 
conſider the Utility of religious Principles in 
Support of G:vernment, and to ſhew, that 
eorithout their Aid and Influence upon all the 
ſeveral Departments of Society, national Hap- 
pineſs cannot be ſecured. — Which will natu- 
rally lead me in the ſecond Place to ſubjoin 
ſome particular Reflections agreeable to the 
Subject, and to the Appointment of this So- 
' lemnity. 

Firſt then, Let us conſider the Importance 
of Religion as conducive to the great Ends of 
civil Government in all the ſeveral Orders and 
Subordinations of it — It is well known that 
Government is a Machine not only grand in 
its Conſtruction, but of ſo nice and delicate a 
Frame, that it is eaſily disjointed and put out 
of Order; and of fo complicated a Nature, 
that it requires many Wheels to ſet it in Mo- 
tion, and to give the ſeveral Movements their 
due Direction; but of all the Springs of Action 
we ſhall find Religion to be a Principle of the 

ſtrongeſt Force, moſt happily adapted to the 
whole Body, and to every conſtituent Part of 


it, 
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it, inſomuch that without the Spirit of the 
One, the vital Strength of the Other would 
ſoon languiſh and decay, and be deprived of 
its greateſt Ornament as well as Support. 
Let us begin with the legiſlative Powers; 


they are the higheſt Fountains of Honour, 


but if they themſelves are corrupt, how can 
the Streams, which flow from them, be pure? 
It is natural to think, that every Model of 
Government will take its Turn of Complexion 
from its original Founders : The Laws of a 
Tyrant will be ſtamped with his own Image, 
with the ſame arbitrary Marks of Violence: 
Oppreſſion, and 'Deſpotiſm ; but. thoſe of a 
righteous Prince will have the ſame diſtin- 
guiſhed Beauty of Features, the ſame genuine 
Impreſſions of Goodneſs : * A divine Sentence 
will be in his Lips, and bis Throne will be 
eftabliſhed in Mercy — To carry on the ele- 
gant Language of Scripture, * The King that 
ruleth in the Fear of God is as the Light of 
the Morning, when the Sun riſes, even a Morn- 
ing without Clouds, as the tender Graſs ſpring- 


ing out of the Earth by clear ſhining after Rain“. 


Religion 


Prov. 16. 10. „„ 


X Scioppins allows the Subjects“ Opinion of a Prince's Virtue, 
though not the Reality of it, to be neceſſary to conciliate the 
Love and Reverence of his Subjects; but if the outward Ap- 


pearance 
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— Religion ennobles and enlarges the Minds 
of Men in the moſt elevated Stations, and in- 
ſpires them with ſuch a true Dignity of Sen- 
timent, that it expands the Principle of Se/f- 
Love, and makes it ſubſervient to the com- 
mon Good ; it gives Moderation to Authority, 
and ſoftens the Rigors of Juſtice with the moſt 
kind and benevolent Affections. 

Its happy Influence in all the executive Parts 
of Government is ſtill more ſtriking — This 
Branch of the Adminiſtration is as neceſſary 
to the Body Politick, as the Circulation of the 
Blood in the Body natural — The wiſeſt Laws 
without Execution will loſe their Power, and 
be but as a dead Letter, a mere lifeleſs For- 
mality of no Effect. 

In the Diſcharge of ſuch important Truſts 
in the various D:/?ributions of Power, which 
every regular and well-form'd Society muſt 
neceſſarily require, what Regard will They 
pay either to the Encouragement of Virtue, 
or to the Suppreſſion of Vice, who have not 
a ſerious and conſcientious Senſę of their Duty 

to 


pearance of it be ſuch a neceſſary Ingredient, ſurely true Virtue 
in a royal Character will be much more likely to procure the 
Eſteem and Affections of the People — Amorem verd et reveren- 
tiam in animis Subjectorum efficit non Virtus in Principe, ſed Opi- 


nio in ſubditis de Principis Virtute, &c. Caſparis Sciqppii Pedia 
e p. 467. 
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to God? What is a mere official Obligation? 
How weak and ſlender a Tye for uncorrupted 
Fidelity in the high and arduous Employments 
of the State ? Some ingenuous Minds perhaps 
may have ſtrong Feelings of a publick Spirit, 
which may ſometimes give a favourable Byaſs 
to their Actions; but the Integrity of civil 
Characters above all others is hard to be up- 
held, — Beſides the common Frailties of Na- 
ture, there are various Temptations incident 
to Power, many Snares and Diſficulties attend 
the Exerciſe of it; and a Deviation from Duty, 
even in ſubordinate Magiſtrates, is not a mere 
perſonal Concernment, but of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to the whole Community, of which 
We are Members : The Foundations therefore, 
for the common Security of all, cannot be 
laid too deep, nor the Fences too ſtrong : — 
Machtavelian Spirits, unaw'd by Religion, and 
govern'd only by Reaſons of State, may boaſt 
of the niceſt Senſations of Honour; but theſe 
ſpeculative Politicians are eaſily drawn aſide 
by the ſtronger Force of Party, Paſſion, or 

Intereſt ; and if Conſcience be not their Guide, 
the honeſt Paths of Virtue will be ſoon for- 
ſaken: What then will become of the fineſt 
Syſtem of Laws, though founded upon the 
greateſt Wiſdom and Experience? If peryert- 


ed 
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1 
ed in its Adminiſtration, it will ſoon be robbed 
of its conſtitutional Rights, and be no more 
than a Spider's Web *, rather a Snare than a 
Shelter for thoſe that ſurround it. 

The Downfal of the Roman Empire (and 
indeed of moſt of the great Empires in the 
World) was a ſignal Teſtimony of this, and 
it may be no Exaggeration to ſay, that the 
oppreſſive and rapacious Conduct of Cladius or 
Verres did greater Injury to that Republick, 
than the Learning or Probity of Scævola, that 
eminent Lawyer and Oracle of the State, 
could do it Service. 

But when they that bear Rule in the ſeve- 
ral Orders and Gradations of Government are 
ckathed with the Garment of Holineſs, how 
honourable do they make it by a conſtant and 
regular Exerciſe of their Duty? They will 
look up to that Authority from whence their 
Own is derived, and conſider themſelves as 
the Vice-gerents and Miniſters of God, as well 
as the Civil Guardians of human Society; they 
will neither by a Remiſſneſs of Diſcipline let 
looſe the Reins of Authority, nor from any 


® Anacharſis was uſed to ſay, that Laws not duly obſerved 


were like Spiaers“ Webs, that only caught the ſmall Flies, 


Et enim fine dubio Domus Furiſconſulti totius Oraculum Ci- 
vitatis, Cic. de Orat. 1. 45, 


| partial 
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partial and ſelf- intereſted Views, tranſgreſs 


the Rules of Juſtice and Equity. 

If we deſcend lower to the inferior Ranks 
and Orders of Men, with what a benign and 
friendly Aſpe& does Religion look upon all 
our ſocial Connextons ? It lays the beſt Founda- 


tion of Loyalty, and teaches Men to obey upon 
the trueſt Principle, not for Fear of Mratb, 


but for the Lord's Sake. 

The ſecular Arm can only reach the Overt- 
Ads, of Men; the Heart is free from all civi! 
Juriſdiction, and thoſe which we call the 
Duties of imperfect Obligation (though they 
make a great part of moral Excellence} are not 
under the Cognizance of any earthly Tribunal. 

But Religion lays the Axe to the Root of the 
Tree. It penetrates into the darkeſt Folds and 
Receſles of the Heart; and not only checks 
the firſt Motions of Sin, all the ſecret Schemes 
and Devices of the Wicked, but it requires 
Truth in the inward Parts, and warmly che- 
riſhes the good Seed, every generous Sentiment, 
every amiable Grace, every endearing Virtue, 
that can cement the Affections of Men. 

In this School of moral Diſcipline, we are 
taught t bear one another's Burdens, and thus 
to fulfil the Law of Chriſt, to look at the Things 
of another, and to provide Things honeſt in the 
Sight of all Men: Here are no Encroach- 
ments either upon the natural or ſocial Rights 


B of 
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of Mankind: Whatever tends to the Health 
of the Body or Peace of Mind, to the Har- 
mony of Families, the Tranquility of the State, 
or the common Intereſts of all, either in the 
Shade of private Retreat, or upon the more 
active Stage of publick Life, in this whole Cir- 
cle, Religion is the grand Centre, from whence 
are drawn all the ſeveral Lines of Duty and 
Happineſs. —Thus it diſtills its Bleſſings upon 
Society, like the Dew of Heaven, with ſoft 
but plentiful Efz/ions, and with ſuch an im- 
partial Regard, that it extends its ſacred In- 
fluence to all, without Reſpeft of Perſons : 
Even the common Benefits of Life would be 
loſt without it; the Sabbaths would be pro- 
phaned, the Solemnitres of publick Worſhip 


_ neglected, and inſtead of national Virtue, and 


Piety expreſſed in the Beauty of Holineſs, either 
Ignorance and Barbariſin, or Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition would take place; even Trade itſelf, 
for want of mutual Confidence between Man 
and Man, would loſe its commercial Advan- 


tages, in Proportion to the Decay of thoſe 


Principles, which are and Cate will be its 
beſt Support. 
And as Religion leads us with a kind al- 


luring Hand to the Poſſeſſion of all ſocial Hap- 


pineſs, ſo it operates upon our Hopes and Fears, 
thoſe ruling Paſſions of human Nature, with 


more 


4 
þ 


4 

> 
9.4 
1 
I 5 
3 
j 

+ 

b 


[ 12 ] 


more forcible Vigour and Spirit than the ſharp 
eſt Sword of civil Power. 

Beyond all human Inſtitutions it commands 
with a divine and ſovereign Authority, ſearches 
the Heart and Reins, and controls the Actions 
of Men by the moſt powerful Sanctions. For 
thoſe of civil Government, though viſible, are 
only temporal, but thoſe of Religion, though 
inviſible, are eternal: Be not afraid of them, 
fays our Saviour, (that is, in a comparative 
Senſe) that Rill the Body, and after that, have 
no more that they can do, but I will forewarn 
You, whom You ſhall fear, Fear Him, who 
after He hath killed, hath Power to caſt into 
Hell, yea, I ſay unto You, fear Him. 

It is from the powerful Influence of theſe 
Terrors, that Oaths derive their greateſt Force 
and Energy.— Whether we confider them as 
Bonds of Allegiance to the King, as a Security 
for the juſt Diſcharge of PF icial Characters, 


or as the Foundation of Evidence in judicial 


Proceedings, what can be ſuch inviolable Ties 
upon the Conſciences of Men, as theſe folemn 
Appeals to the Majeſty of the moſt High God ? 
All civiligd Nations, Heathens b as well as 


Luke 12. Ff. d As Cicero expreſſes it — Id indicant 
Leges in duodecim Tabulis; indicant Sacratæ, indicant Fæaera, 
quibus etiam cum Hoſe devincitur Fides; indicant Notiones ani- 
maaverſioneſque cenſor um, qui nulls de re diligentias quam de jure- 
Jarando judicabant, Cic, le Off. Lib. 3. c. 31. 


B 2 Chriſtians, 


KK„5„5EP r e S o  o 
ESC ad oa 2 — . 2 Tv 2 
* 


— 7 2 


2 


—= . 
— — 2 — — 2 2 


— — 
. = 


— — -- 
—_ = ls. — Aa a 


— > >= 


— 


— — 
— - 


EE * 


[ x2 ] 

Chriſtians, have conſidered them in this Light, 
as the ſtrongeſt Pledges of Fidelity, the moit 
impregnable Barriers of Truth and Juſtice 
from one Member of Society to another. — 
An Oath jor Confirmation, ſays the Apoſtle * , 
is an End of all Strife But would it not ra- 
ther become the Occaſion than the Concluſion 
of Strite, if all Senſe of its facred Obligation 
was obliterated in the World? It Religion 
took no-hold on the Minds of Men, the Ap- 
plication of religious Teſis could be of no Service 
to the political Intereſts of the State. 

What therefore can more ſtrongly teſtify the 
Utility of religious Principles? The Diſavow- 
al of Them, as of no Benefit to civil Society, 
is not only contrary to Truth and Reaſon, but 
to the Language and Experience of all Ages. 

We may appeal to the Practice of all Legi/- 
lators among the Ægyptiaus, Perfians, Gre- 
cians, or Romans They all adopted Religion 
as an eſſential Part of their civil Politics, and 
with a ſacred Air of Authority, they moſt of 
them pretended, as Numa, Solon, and Lycur- 
gus did, to derive even their temporal Laws 
and Sanctions from Heaven b. 


2 Heb. 6. 16. 


d The learned Varro thought, that ſuch political Diſſimulation 
upon great Occaſions was juſtifiable, for which he is much cen- 
ſured by St. Auguſtin. — He profeſſes, tile efje civitatibus, ut 
fe Viros fortes, etiamſi falſum fit, ex Diis genitos efſe credant, ut 
co modo animus Lumanus, velut diving Siirpis Fiduciam gerens, 

res 
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If we go to the Schools of Philoſophy, » to 
Plato, © Ariſtotle, or Cicero *, they all built 
upon the ſame Foundation, and reſted the 
Peace, Order and Happineſs of Society, upon 
the fame Baſis. 

Let the wiſeſt Hiſtorians ſpeak for them- 
ſelves, I ſhall only mention one Inſtance, that 
of * Polybius, who, taking a comparative View 
of the Carthaginians and Romans, repreſents 
the one as a People bred up in the Principles 
of Slavery, the other of Liberty; the one 
as addicted to all Venality and Corruption, the 
other as puniſhing thoſe very Crimes with 
Death itſelf; and he ſums up the Force of his 
Argument in theſe Words, I think, ſays he, 
that the Romans excel other People in no Reſpect 
Jo much as in the Opinion they entertain of the 


res magnas praſumat audacits, agat vehementits, et ob hoc impleat 
ip/a jecuritate felicits, St. Auguſtin de Civ. Dei. 

„ Plato, Lib. 4. de Leg. 

© Ariflatie's Pol. Lib. 7. 41. cap. 8. 

4 C;cero de Natura Deorum, Lib. 1. 

© See ''o/yb. Lib. 6. p. 497 Mvuyizlu J ue de Au 
iv 79 PHE¹Uos̃ wonlmivugs ates; mo Birnor, oy Th oks Fray Al- 
. Ko 149] Joxei mo mee Te & ND % dye: Jogos, TST0 
ruulgei T Togy war; MNiyw \ Thy Janduuoiay, And 
Cicero expreſſes the fame Sentiment more at large, de Divin. 
2. 12. 2uam voumus licet, Patres Conſcripti, nos amemus, ta- 
men nec numero Hiſpanos, nec robore Gallus, nec caliditate Panos, 
nec artilus Greco, nec denigue hac ifjo bujus Gentis et Terre do- 
meſbico rativogue ſenſu ſtalis ipſos et Latinos, fed Pietate ac Reli- 
gione, atque hac una /Japientia, guid Deorum immortalium Nu- 
mine omnia regi gubernarigue proſpeximus, omnes Gentes na- 


tieneſque ſuperavimus. | 
Gods, 
4 
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Gods, and that very Thing, which ts generally 

decried by other Mortals, ſuſtained the Republick 

F Rome, I mean a Reverence of the Gods, 

If the Heathens thought, that even the 

worſt Forms of Idolatry and Superſtition were 
ſo ſubſervient to the Intereſts of civil Society, 
how much more Reaſon have we to be thank- 
q ful for the bleſſed Fruits of the Goſpel, which 
| holds forth to us the divineſt Precepts, the 
| moſt powerful Helps, the moſt animating Mo- 
tives, the nobleſt Joys and Comforts, and is in 
all Reſpects of ſo ſocial a Genius, that it re- 
commends every Virtue, that can eſtabliſh 
Glory to God on Fligh, Peace on Earth, and 
Good-1011 towards Men. 


a Cafe, will farther appear from ſome parti- 
cular Reflections, which 1 ſhall in. the ſecond 
Place ſubjoin, agreeable to the Subject, and 
to the Occaſion of this Solemnity. 

The firſt Obſervation, which naturally oc- 
curs, is the Excellency of our own Conſtitu- 
tion, the Wiſdom with which our civil and 
religious Rites are interwoven together, and 
that regular and well-temper'd Arrangement, 
by which they contribute to the Aid, the 
Strength, and Ornament of each other. 

The Doctrines of the Romiſb Church are in 
many Inſtances a Diſgrace to the Dignity of 
Government ; the Supremacy of the Pope, the 

pretended 
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The Happineſs of a People, ht are in ſuch 
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pretended Authority of depofing Princes, the 


Court of Inquifition, the Immunities of the 
Clergy, and that arrogant Power of abſolving 
Subjects from their Oaths of Allegiance, theſe 
are Principles artfully framed indeed to exalt 
the Ecclefiatical Hierarchy, and to eſtabliſh a 
Dominion over the Conſciences of Men, but by 
raiſing the ſpiritual Juriſdiction of the Church 
above that of the State, the boaſted Fabrick 
of the one is built upon the Ruins of the other. 

But the Religion and Government of Proteſt- 
ants have none of theſe heterogeneous Mix- 
tures ; like the pureſt Metals, they happily 
cement together, and run as it were into each 


| other with ſuch an eaſy Coaleſcence, that they 


give Weight, Solidity, Strength and Beauty 
to the whole Body. 

The King is the ſupreme Head of the 
Church as well as the State: With regard to 
the latter, our civil Government is ſo happily 
mixed and tempered, that it has Majeſty with- 
out Oppreſſion, and Liberty without Licen- 
trouſneſs. The up-lifted Scourge of Monarchy 
does not frighten us into Obedience, by a de- 
ſpotic Stretch of arbitrary Poter; neither do 
the ambitious Schemes of Ariflecracy call off 
our Allegiance, and diminiſh the imperial Luſtre 
of the Crown; nor can the Republican Spirit of 


a Democracy ſhake the Foundations, and ſpread 
Conſuſion round us, under a falſe Maſk of po- 
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pular Freedom. But it is our happy Lot to enjoy 
the united Advantages of the three Syſtems, 


without the- Inconveniences attendant upon 
any one of them: With regard to our re- 
ligious Rights, the Royal Supremacy itſelf knows 
it's Froper Boundaries, and has ſuch Reſtric- 
tions as are eſſential to the Intereſts of Truth, 
and to the regular Order of a Chriſtian Society. 
— The Uniformity and Diſcipline of the Church 
are ſettled, by the fundamental Laws of our 
Conſtitution, with Wiſdom and Propriety, as 
well as Strength and Security — Our Under- 
ſtandings are not given up as a Prey to Infal- 
libility, to the partial Decrees of Councils, or to 
the abſolute uncontrolled Deciſions of a Spi- 


ritual Dictator, as the pretended Vicar of Chriſt 


Jeſus, lording over the Heritage of God; but, 
as far as the Nature of an E/tabliſhment can 
well admit, they are preſerv'd by all the Means 
conducive to religious Liberty and free Enquiry, 
by Chriſtian Candour, Moderation and Charity. 
The Eccigſiaſtical Courts, though, by way of 
Deriſion, often called Fragments of Popery, 
are only intended as ſub/idiary Helps for the 
Honour of God and Religion ; and it were to 
be wiſhed, that the Dignity and Decorum of 


this Branch of Authority were never leſſened, 


by a falſe and intemperate Application. 
It would be too tedious. (neither is it my 
Province) to run over all the ſalutary Laws 


which 
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which are enacted againſt Iniguity and De- 
bauchery, againſt Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, Swearing, Gaming, Drunkenneſs, and 
other Vices, which are the Bane of Society. 

1 ſhall only obſerve, that as our Sytem f 
Government kindly ſhelters Religion under its 
Wing, fo the great Principles of our Religion, 
wherever they operate and prevail, return an 
equal Service to the State. They are fo far 
from jarring or claſhing with each other, that 
they both conſpire with Unity of Deſign, and 
in perfect Harmony, as mutual Barriers 
guarding and protecting each other, in all 
their beſt and moſt eſſential Intereſts. — In 
this Light, whether we confider ourſelves as 
Chriſtians, or as Proteſtant Subjects, what 
more could be done to our Vineyard, than bas 
been done in it? How aptly may we apply the 
Words of Moſes to ourſelves * What Nation 
7s there ſo great, that hath Statutes and Judg- 
ments ſo righteous, as all this Law, which is ſet 
before You? 

Secondly, If there be ſo cloſe a Connexion 
between Religion and Government, and if the 
Fruits ariſing from this happy and friendly 
Alliance be ſo beneficial to that Community 
of which we are Members, how much is it 
the Duty of all, that are in Authority, to put 

C in 
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in Force theſe excellent Laws, both ſpiritual 
and temporal, by a ſtrict and vigorous Exe- 
cution. | 
Let the Miniſters of the Word of God con- 
ſider the honourable Relations they bear. The 
Sacredneſs of their Office and the Dignity of 
their Characters call upon them, above all | 
others, to prove themſelves faithful Stewards 
of the divine Myſteries, to declare the whole 
Counſel of God, to be inſtant in Seaſon, and 
out of Seaſon, and not only to ſpeak, but to 
act in Conformity to the Oracles of God. Let 
the civil Magiſtrate likewiſe not, like Gallio, 
the Roman Preafef, look on with a paſſive In- ö 
difference, and care for none of theſe Things ; 
but let him be v1g7/ant, and active. As a Friend | 
to Virtue and Good-manners, let him exert 
his utmoſt Endeavours, by all the moft pru- 
dent Meaſures, by all the moſt powerful Mo- 
tives of Example, Precept, and rational Per- 
ſuaſion, as well as the legal Enforcements of 
Diſcipline and Authority — Let him ſeriouſly 
reflect, that, if he bears the Sword in vain, 
if he permits the coercive Power, which is 
lodg'd in his Hands, to /eep, all the Bands of 
Society will be diffolved, all our Privileges, 
both civil and religious, will be trampled un- 
der Foot; and the Mee} will be ſo far from 
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inberiting the bleſſed Fruits of the Earth, that 
they will be rooted out of it. 

* Nature indeed is of herſelf a generous 
Advocate for Virtue. There is a moral Rule of 
Right within us, which kindly ſolicits in it's 
Behalf; and, with a gentle Voice, pleads it's 
Cauſe, a Cauſe the moſt amiable and engaging, 
even without the Influence of civil Sanctions. 

But theſe benevolent Affections, theſe /o/? 
Perſuaſioves to good Works, are in themſelves 
but weak and feeble Efforts for the general 
Reformation of Manners among Men ; daily 
Experience ſhews us, and the Occaſion of 
this So/emnity is a demonſtrative Proof, that 
without the co-operating Force of penal Laws, 
and religious Inſtitutions, a Commonwealth can 
no more ſubſiſt, than the human Body with- 
out Food and Nouriſbment. 

But when they that bear Rule over us 


and up, like Phinehas, and execute Judgment; 


when they make Religion the firſt Object of 
their Care, not indeed with an intolerant per- 


( 
a . Mol/iima cord? 

Humano Generi dare ſe Natura fatetur, 

Que lachrymas dedit, hæc mfiri pars optima Senſis 

Principio indulſit communis Conditor illis 

Tantum animis, nobis animum quogue, nutuus ut 1:05 

AfeAus petere Auxilium et præſtare juberet, 


Jucenal, Sat, 15. ad Finem. 
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ſecuting Spirit, but agreeably to the genuine 


Nature and Temper of the Goſpel ; when, 


with an impartial Eye, they watch over the 
temporal Intereſts of their Fellow-Creatures ; 

when, without Reſpect of Perſons, they make 
diligent Inquijition, and pluck the Sporls of 
the Wicked out of their Teeth; in a Word, 
when they hearken to the Voice of Humanity, 
and in the mid/t of Judgment remember Mercy; 
then, under ſuch a juſt, prudent and equitable 
Adminiſtration, may we hope to ſee our Feru- 


falem, as it is expreſſed in the beautiful Lan- 


guage of Scripture, like a City at Unity in it- 


#elf, in a full Poſſeſſion of Peace within her 


Malls, and Plenteouſneſs within her Palaces. 

Thirdly and laſtly, Let it be conſidered as 
the univerſal Concern of all Ranks and Or- 
ders of Men, who have any Regard for the 
Peace, Welfare, and good Order of Society, 
to promote the Intereſts of true Religion and 
Virtue; and, as much as in them lies, to check 
the Growth of that vain Spirit of Infidelity 
and renn. which fo unhappily pre- 
vails in this preſent Age. 

Unbelievers form thelr Plans of very dif- 


ferent Materials, and indeed their Reaſonings 


are as contrary to each other as to Truth 


1c. 
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Some reſolve all Obligation into the Will 
of the Magiſtrate; but how precarious a Foun- 
dation is this? Civil Inſiitutions ſhift and 
change in different Nations. And if Virtue 
and Vice had no eſſential Difference in them, 
but entirely depended upon the arbitrary Com- 
mands of Men, our Feet would have no ſure 
Ground to ſtand upon; but as they caſually 
moved to this or that particular Climate, our 
Principles maſt follow as their conſtant A7s 
tendants, 

It is eaſy to ſee the miſchievous Effects of 
this ill-favoured Hypotheſis ; it uſurps a Sove- 
reignty over the Laws of Nature, unhinges 
the Conſtitution of Things, and throws all 
moral Obligation, which is eternal and immu- 
table, into Diſorder and Confuſion. 

Others pretend to be great Advocates for 
Morality, to plead for the Beauty of Virtue, 
and to declaim againſt the horrid Turpitude of 
Vice; but all external Revelation is with them 


an Impoſture, a mere Engine of civil Polity *. 


See Hobbes's Leviathan, c. 29. In another Piece he alſo 
aſſerts, Leges civiles eſe Regulas beni et mali, ideogue quod Le- 
giſlator præceperit, id pro bono, quod voluerit, id pro mals haben— 
dum e; — et ſeditieſum eſſe dicere cagnitionem boni et mali per- 
tinere ad fingulos. Hob. de Civ. c. 12. 

> Cic. de Natura Deorum, 1. 42. Quid, Si qui dixerunt tot am 
de Diis immortalibut opinionem fictam efſe ab hominibus ſapicntibas 
Reipublice Cauſa, ut quss Ratio non paſſet, eos ad Officium Re- 
ligio duceret, nenne emnem Religionem funditus ſuſtulerunt ? 
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— What a refined Delicacy of Tafte is this, 
above the Wiſdom of God himſelf? Theſe 
Conceflions, even out of the Mouths of Ad- 
verſaries, may with great Propriety be turned 
againſt them. For ſuch is the Harmony be- 
tween natural and revealed Religion, that they 
both recommend the ſame excellent Princi- 
ples of moral Obligation, with this Difference 
only, that the latter is a flanding Rule of 
Action, of more extenſive Influence, adorn'd 
with the higheſt Perfection, and with many 
ſuperior Advantages — And the Suppg/ition, 
that all Revelation is the mere Invention of 
Stateſmen and Politicians is an open and 
avowed Confeſſion of its publick Utihty—And 
let me aſk, Whether this be not a very fa- 
vourable Mark and Character of its divine 


Authority? When conſidered in conjunction 
with other Arguments, ſuch as evidently ſhew | 


themſelves to be the moſt irrefiſtible Proofs 
and Signatures of Divinity, the Sophiſiry of 
Unbelievers is ſoon detected; and is ſo far 
trom pulling down, that it rather ſtrengthens 
and does Honour to the Chriſtian Scheme. — 
Others again direct a different Kind of Ar- 


Lillery againſt us. They would inſinuate, that 


Religion is ſo far from being the Source of 


* Fable of the Bees, paſſim. 
Glory 


12 


Glory and Happineſs to a State, that private 
Vices are publick Benefits. 

But enough has been ſaid already to ſhew 
the Falſhood and Abſurdity of this Paradox. 
For if Religion beſtows ſuch a Train of 
Bleſſings upon Society, Vice, by a neceſſary 
Conſequence, muſt be productive of contrary 
Effects. I ſhall only obſerve the Futility of 
this Ohyection in the moſt ſpecious Part of it — 
We are told, that Luxury is a Meens of quicł- 
ening the Conſumption of Things, and cauſing a 
profitable Circulation of the Works of Art and 
Nature. But what are we to underftand by 
Luxury? If it means no more than the inno- 
cent Refinements of civil Society, the Im- 
provement of Trade and Commerce, and the 
many elegant Arts of Life, theſe may be car- 
ried on without any vicious [rdulgences, and 
may be conſiſtent even with the Duty of a 
Chriſtian ; but if by Luxury is meant (as the 
very Idea of it ſuppoſes) a criminal and im- 
moderate Uſe and Enjoyment of the Things 
of this World, beyond the Bounds of Reaſon 
and Religion, ſuch /centious Gratifications will 
always be found injurious to all Communities 
of Men, and will make their Beauty to con- 
ſume away, though perhaps by inſenſible De- 
grees, even as @ Moth fretting a Garment. 

We 
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We may as well ſuppoſe, that Poſen, which 


is deſtructive to an Individual, will loſe its 
malignant Nature, when given to collective 
Bodies, as that Vice (which impairs the Health, 
clouds the Under/tanding, inflames the P. 
ions, and draws after it every kind of Diſorder 
and Diſipation is good and wholeſome, when 
applied to the whole Syſtem, and quite of a 
different Genius and Tendency in the Concrete 
from what it is in the Abſtract. 

But notwithſtanding the Folly and Impiety 
of ſuch Scoffers at our moſt holy Religion, it 
is ſurpriſing to find with what unwearied Pains 
and Aſſiduity theſe Objectors endeavour to 
promote their Cauſe, and to make Proſelytes 
to Unrighteouſneſs. — They are continually 
beaten off; but, like 8 InſeFs, they return 
again, and moleſt us daily. 

Ought not this to light up a ſacred Flame 
in the Breaſt of every Friend to Religion and 


Government, and kindle at leaſt an equal Zeal 
in the Defence of Truth and Virtue, for the 


Honour of God, the Salvation of our Souls, 
and both the temporal and eternal Intereſts of 
Mankind — We are told by the wiſeſt Poli- 
tician among the Sons of Men, that Righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a Reproach 
to any People. Ought not this one Confideras 
7108 
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tion, excluſive of all others, to ſtir up all that 
pretend to be Lovers of their Country to 
preſerve a Pearl of ſuch great Price, and of 
ſuch high Importance, as Religion is; and, as 
much as in them lies, to ſupport it's happy 
Connection with civil Government, that they 
may both be 7wifted together, as in a Cord of 
Love, that, like two Friends, they may go 
Hand in Hand, and borrow from and beſtow 
mutual Aſſiſtance upon each other. 

We are particularly called upon, as Men, 
as Chriftians, and as Proteſtants, to defend 
our moſt excellent Conſtitution both in Church 
and State, and by a juſt and regular Behaviour 
to render to all their Dues: Tribute to whom 
Tribute, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom 
Fear, Honour to whom Honour is due *.—Theſe 
are Debts, which will admit of ſome Diffe- 
rence and Diſtinction in the Payment of them, 
according to our ſeveral Relations and Subor- 
dinations in Life ; but there is another equally 
incumbent upon us all, and it is a Debt in- 
deed of a moſt honourable Nature, which 
cannot be enough diſcharged, Owe no Man 
any Thing but to love one another. 
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